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ANNUAL
MESSAGE
Our first full year at the Morinville Rescue
Centre proved to be invaluable. This facility
enabled us to provide greater assistance to
animals. This was especially true during the
2023 wildfire season where we supported
remote communities and took in animals with
no other options. Some of these rescues
remained in our care for months before
reuniting with their families.

The demand for our services continued to rise,
with increased requests to help homeless pets,
take in animals from rural pounds, and respond
to pet surrenders. Decreased access to
veterinary services and rising costs
compounded these challenges. In 2023, we
had an increased focus on stray pets, which
represented 47 per cent of our intakes, up
from 33 per cent in 2022. Our adoption return
requests remained at 5 per cent.  

We continued to serve a wide range of
communities including the MD of Opportunity,
Sturgeon County, Buffalo Lake, Frog Lake,
Onion Lake, Morinville, Athabasca, Edmonton,
and many more. We helped 126 more animals
than in 2022, but we are concerned about
reduced capacity for people to care for their
pets due to our challenging economy and a
lack of available veterinary services and pet
friendly housing.

Our financial outlook remains positive, and 
we are excited to begin advancing our 
long-term vision of building a modern facility.
This will ensure we can provide world class
care to animals for many years to come.

Petunia
survived canine parvo virus and
was adopted by her foster home
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SCARS assisted 2,014 animals during 2023, including 928 dogs and 1,086 cats. 
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INTAKE AND OUTCOMES
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SCARS brought 84 animals into care during
the summer of 2023 in support of two
communities affected by wildfires. Some pets
were returned to their owners while others
were surrendered for rehoming. 

Our first rescue mission to High Level 
involved two Suburbans and a van, carrying
a substantial load of food and gear.
Coordinating with local RCMP, we picked up
numerous dogs rescued from evacuated
communities and received two additional
puppies from firefighters. The journey back
was surreal, driving through thick smoke and
burned forests, on the road approximately 
725 km each way.

ALBERTA
WILDFIRES

Another trip to Chateh involved one Suburban
and a van. After an overnight stop in Peace
River, we met with RCMP in High Level, who
escorted us to Chateh. We picked up stray
dogs from the fire command centre and
various evacuated homes, leaving food and
water for those we needed it. We rescued
several dogs, including a mom with new
puppies and a pregnant dog. This mission also
required a long drive, covering about 835 km
each way.
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Before and after

Rescue Missions Through Fire and Smoke
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We are grateful to over 450
volunteers who do everything from
fostering animals to coordinating
function areas in support of our
daily operations. 

With their help, we maintained our
pet food and supplies, we
transported animals, we screened
potential adopters, we built and
delivered pet shelters, we walked
adoptable dogs, we organized
fundraising events, and much
more!

VOLUNTEER
HIGHLIGHTS
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The heartbeat of our
operations

Tails on the Trails

Shelter Painting

Organizing Supplies
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Throughout the year, we held various
fundraisers to support our mission. They
included everything from Purdy’s Chocolate
sales to bottle drives and our annual SCARS
calendar fundraiser.

We also held our annual events including the
Spring and Fall Craft Fairs, Gimme Shelter,
Tails on the Trails pledged dog walk, Pars for
SCARS golf tournament, and the Critters &
Cocktails gala. 

We received numerous requests for third-
party events, school visits, and donations,
highlighting the dedication and hard work of
our volunteers. Our sponsors, both new and
long-standing, have been invaluable to our
efforts, and we are immensely grateful for
their support.

As we continue to plan events and seek
sponsorships and donations, our focus
remains on serving our community and
advancing our mission.
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FUNDRAISING HIGHLIGHTS

Critters & Cocktails

Pars for SCARS

Tails on the Trails
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FACILITY HIGHLIGHTS
Morinville Rescue Centre Capacity

We added more capacity for dogs at Morinville by
converting a space we intended for meet-and-
greets to become additional kennel space for dogs.

Athabasca Second-Chance Country
Refuge

The addition of a new portable building at
our Athabasca facility created more indoor/
outdoor kennel capacity for dogs.
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We have so many sponsors to thank! From
the companies and individuals who sponsor
areas of our facilities to those who sponsor
events and sanctuary animals, your support
makes all the difference.

In no particular order, thank you to Instabox,
Champion Petfoods, Castle Wolf Creek
Building Supplies, MrPets St. Albert,
PetSmart, Rozen Steelworks, Westlock
Veterinary Centre, Athabasca Veterinary
Services, Westside Acura, Sherwood Ford,
Bushell Transport, Bosch Hydraulic
Connections Ltd., Inline Group, Desjardins
Insurance, Town & Country Today,  MCSNet,
Central Sewing Machines, Christiansen &
McLean Roofing Co., bird, Stahl Peterbilt,
Wolfe Cadillac, Original Joes, Blackjacks
Roadhouse, The BBQ Shoppe, and more. We
couldn’t help animals without your support!

SPONSOR
HIGHLIGHTS

7



DIGITAL AND
SOCIAL MEDIA
HIGHLIGHTS
We published 16 e-newsletters to over 17,000
subscribers, plus we established a new e-
newsletter for our 450+ volunteers.

Social media:
Instagram – 26,300 followers (compared to
26,026 followers last year)
Twitter – 10K followers (unchanged from last
year). 
Facebook – 79,000 followers (up from
75,000 last year)
TikTok – 3,721 following, 82.9K likes (last
year: 3,119 followers, 64.3K likes)

Our SCARS Alumni Facebook group — where we
welcome updates, stories, photos/videos of
adopted pets — grew to over 1.900 members.

TownandCountryTODAY.com generously
continued to provide our free community page
on their website. We are also grateful for the
support we received from CBC (TV/radio), Global
Edmonton, CTV Edmonton, CityNews Edmonton,
St. Albert Gazette, and 630 Ched.

Kittens helped at the Morinville Rescue Centre
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HONDRE INC. YEAR 2030

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

SECOND CHANCE ANIMAL RESCUE SOCIETY YEAR 2023

9



HONDRE INC. YEAR 2030

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
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CONTACT

Second Chance Animal Rescue Society (SCARS) is a
non-profit, registered charitable organization that is
dedicated to reducing the number of abandoned animals
in Alberta. 

Since 2002, SCARS has rescued, rehabilitated and
rehomed thousands of cats and dogs, and helped make
communities safer and healthier.

Our values: Inclusion. Compassion. Integrity. Resilience.

Second Chance Animal Rescue Society
P.O. Box 3045
Athabasca, Alberta T9S 2B9

Phone: 780.466.SCAR (7227)
Email: scars@scarscare.ca
Charitable registration: 863478467RR0001
scarscare.ca

Our mission. To make a positive impact on animals and
people by engaging with others to rescue and care for
animals in need, share knowledge, and provide access to
services and resources.

Our vision. A world where all animals are valued and
treated with compassion, where no animal is left behind.

ABOUT US
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