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Acting Executive Director and
Operations Manager

Sylvia Christiansen
Dear SCARS Community,

As I reflect on 2024, I’m filled with
immense gratitude and pride. This year,
thanks to your unwavering support, Second
Chance Animal Rescue Society gave over
1,600 dogs and cats the care they
desperately needed—and the second
chance they deserved.

Behind each number in this report is a
story. A story of a scared pup who found
comfort in a foster home. A story of a senior
cat who finally knew love. A story of
dedicated volunteers driving for hours to
bring animals to safety. Each rescue, each
adoption, and each moment of healing was
made possible by you—our incredible
community of fosters, volunteers, donors,
sponsors, and supporters.

This year, we also celebrated exciting
milestones: record-breaking fundraising
events, the expansion of our Morinville
Rescue Centre with a new off-leash area,
and the launch of a new YouTube channel
to reach more hearts and homes. These
achievements reflect the compassion and
determination that define SCARS.

As you read through this report, I hope you
feel proud of what we’ve accomplished
together. Thank you for believing in second
chances.

With heartfelt thanks,

Sylvia Christiansen
Acting Executive Director 
& Operations Manager
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About SCARS
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society (SCARS)
is a non-profit, registered charitable
organization that is dedicated to reducing the
number of abandoned animals in Alberta. 

Since 2002, SCARS has rescued, rehabilitated
and rehomed more than 20,000 cats and dogs,
and helped make communities safer and
healthier.

Vision
A world where all animals are valued
and treated with compassion, where
no animal is left behind.

Mission
To make a positive impact on animals
and people by engaging with others to
rescue and care for animals in need,
share knowledge, and provide access
to services and resources.

Core values

Inclusion

An environment where
everyone feels heard,
valued, and able to
contribute to SCARS’
mission.

Compassion

Being open-minded,
non-judgmental and
empathetic
demonstrating an
understanding and
concern for animals and
the communities in
which we are involved.

Integrity

Consistently acting
and speaking in a
meaningful manner,
that creates trust with
our stakeholders and
gives a voice for our
animals.

Resilience

The ability to learn
from and adapt to
change and challenges
through perseverance,
personal strengths and
our support systems.
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Intake & Outcomes
Animal Intake Summary

SCARS helped 1,665 animals during 2024 as compared to 2,014 in 2023. This included
1,002 cats and 663 dogs. 
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Animal Outcome Summary

Total animal outcomes for 2024 was 1,626 compared to 1,945 in 2023. Fewer people
adopted in 2024 likely due to financial uncertainty and the rising cost of living.



Volunteer Highlights
Thank you to our incredible volunteers—
your compassion, dedication, and generosity
are the heart of everything we do. In 2024,
you gave an astounding 56,089 hours of
your time to SCARS, helping us rescue, heal,
and rehome animals in need. Whether
fostering pets, coordinating events,
transporting animals, or caring for them at
our facilities, your efforts make second
chances possible every single day. We are
endlessly grateful for each of you.

Events 

3,451 hours
Animal Fostering

35,124 hours

Morinville Rescue Centre

2,903 hours
Coordinator Roles

14,610 hours
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SCARS Fundraising
Highlights

In 2024, SCARS was privileged to receive exceptional community and corporate support for
our annual fundraisers:

The Gimme Shelter event in February generated a net profit of $6,600 for the Walls for
Winter program.
Whiskers & Wheels in May shifted from a car show to an adoption-focused event.
Co-sponsor Sherwood Ford contributed $3,500.
Tails on the Trails celebrated its 20th year in July with a net profit of $38,000, despite
weather-related cancellations.
Pars for SCARS, also in July, hosted by White Knight Construction, was a sold-out
success.
Critters & Cocktails: Alice in Rescueland in November netted over $100,000, making it
SCARS’ most successful event in two decades, with over 1,400 volunteer hours
contributed. 
The Spring and Winter Craft Fairs were both successful and well-attended.

Left to right (top): Winter Craft Fair, Tails on the Trails Pledge Walk & Family Fun Day
Left to right (bottom): Critters & Cocktails Annual Gala



In 2024, SCARS was privileged to receive exceptional
community and corporate support:

The WP Wagner High School Bikeathon raised more
than $70,000 in support of SCARS.
Students from two St. Albert high schools, as well as
the Morinville Community High School and the RF
Staples Secondary School in Westlock, built 33 dog
houses as part of our Walls for Winter initiative.
Al-Terra Engineering named SCARS their charity of
choice, raising over $50,000.
R Caron $15,000 donation towards our new SCARS
transport vehicle.
Maisie’s House, held October 2025 through early
January 2025, raised $13,000.
Numerous third-party and promotional events such
as puppy yoga and others continued to provide year-
round support.

These achievements reflect the incredible generosity
and dedication of our supporters, partners, and
volunteers throughout the year.
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Community
Fundraising Highlights



Grants & Donations

We gratefully received multiple grants in support
of key programs, including:

fencing panels
Walls for Winter
Spay-Neuter-Return program
animal transportation
and other essential initiatives
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We are also so grateful for donations from
amazing supporters like Athabasca Veterinary
Services, Westlock Veterinary Center, Instabox,
Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation, Mutt
Heads Pet Services Inc., Champion Petfoods Inc.,
Wolf Creek Building Supplies, Town & Country
Today, and many many more. 



Sponsorships
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We also very much appreciate everyone who chooses to sponsor SCARS events and facilities.
Thank you, in particular, to Homes Alive Pets for being the title sponsor of our Critters &
Cocktails Gala on November 1, 2024. Whether it’s our recognition wall at the Morinville facility,
a SCARS event, or our Athabasca facility, sponsorships help us maintain our daily operations.



Facility
Highlights
Every year, we strive to make improvements to
our facilities. During 2024, we were thrilled for
the addition of a new fenced off-leash area at our
Morinville Rescue Centre! This exciting
development was made possible through the
generous support of the Town of Morinville that
provided us with the use of this dedicated space.

Athabasca Second-Chance Country Refuge
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The Athabasca Second-Chance
Country Refuge continues to be
a welcoming and peaceful place
where animals begin their
journey toward a better life. It
also serves as a long-term home
for our sanctuary dogs,
providing them with a high
quality of life through spacious
indoor-outdoor runs and access
to beautiful walking trails. This
facility truly embodies the spirit
of second chances.

 Morinville Rescue Centre

This off-leash area is a significant
enhancement to the daily enrichment
and well-being of the dogs in our care,
giving them room to run, play, and
socialize in a safe environment. We’re
incredibly grateful for this partnership
and the positive impact it has on our
rescue animals.
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Morinville Rescue Centre
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Athabasca Second-Chance
Country Refuge



Social Media
A heartfelt thank you to our dedicated social media team, whose outstanding efforts in 2024
helped amplify SCARS’ mission and reach. From creating engaging content to managing
thousands of messages and inquiries, their work has been essential in raising awareness and
connecting our community to the animals we serve.

1% growth vs. 2023

Facebook Followers
80k

TIK TOK Followers
3,991

-4% vs. 2023

TWITTER/X Followers
9,586 

7% growth vs. 2023
Likes 96.7K / 17% growth
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Instagram Followers
27.2k
3% growth vs. 2023



New YouTube Channel
As part of a Board-led communications initiative, we proudly launched our new SCARS
YouTube channel in late 2024. This exciting new platform allows us to share in-depth videos
about how SCARS operates, highlight our programs and impact, and feature adoptable
animals in longer, more engaging formats. Our goal is to expand awareness, deepen
community connection, and generate additional support for our life-saving work.

Subscribe and follow our journey at @SCARSSecondChanceAnimalRescue – every view helps
make a difference!
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Fostering
A heartfelt thank you to our 100 plus incredible foster volunteers—your love and
dedication give animals the safety and care they need to heal and thrive. We’re also
deeply grateful to Mr. Pets and PetSmart for generously providing space in their stores
for our adoptable cats, helping them find the forever homes they deserve.
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Second Chance Animal Rescue Society
Financial Statements
Year Ended December 31, 2024
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Financial Statements continued
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Financial Statements continued
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Financial Statements continued

18



Financial Statements continued

19



Financial Statements continued

20



Financial Statements continued

21



Financial Statements continued

22



Financial Statements continued
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Financial Statements continued
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We couldn’t do what we do every day without the entire SCARS community,
volunteers, foster homes, staff, donors, sponsors and every one of our supporters. 

Thank You



Contact Us
780-466-SCAR(7227)

scars@scarescare.ca

scarscare.ca

P.O. Box 3045
Athabasca, Alberta T9S 2B9
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